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further pretence Khan Jehan and Shah Alam with large
armies to punish Abu Hussein for the aid given by him to
Bijapur. Abu Hussein sent Ibrahim Khan with forty
thousand men to oppose the Moghul advance.' Ibrahim
Khan was an officer of high reputation and had the full
confidence of Abu Hussein and Madanna Pant. He made a
daring attempt to overwhelm Khan Jehan before Shah
Alam could send him help. He manoeuvred so skilfully
that he at last isolated a body of ten thousand men under
Khan Jehan, and with his entire army attacked it in front,
flank and rear. Khan Jehan extricated himself by his
own skill and courage. He killed in single combat one of
the enemy's leading officers. Thereafter he determined to
cut his way through the ever narrowing circle of the
Golconda troops. In front he put an elephant belonging
to Raja Ram Sing, the son of Jai Sing and Shivaji's com-
panion at Agra. In the elephant's trunk its mahout put a
heavy iron chain. The sagacious beast used the chain
with such terrible effect against the Golconda horsemen
that he forced in their ranks a gap, through which Khan
Jehan and most of his men succeeded in escaping. (March
1686.)

Khan Jehan celebrated his escape as if it had beon a
victory, and sent a glowing account of il to the emperor,
But Aux^angzib was too skilled a soldier to be deceived;
and ho reprimanded for their inactivity both the general
and the prince. They became more slothful than ever and
were soon besieged in their own camp and exposed to the
rocket fire of tho Kutb Shahi general. But other forces
were working in favour of the emperor. Ibrahim Khan
and many other Musulman officers of Abu Hussein regarded
with envy the favours conferred on Madanna Pant and on
his brother Akanna Pant. Indeed, it would soem that with
the avarice of increasing years they appropriated to them-
selves large sums from tho state coffers.f Ibrahim Khan

*Khafi Khan.
fOrmo, p. 186-